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Money for Working Families 

Long Beach Officials Kick Off the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program - 
May Provide up to $4,500 to Qualified Low-Income Working Families 

 
As Long Beach’s low–income working families anticipate the arrival of W-2 forms in the 
coming days, the Pacific Gateway Workforce Investment Network, in partnership with Broad 
Spectrum CDC and Long Beach Community Action Partnership, launched its 2008 campaign 
to encourage low-income working families to utilize the free Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program to claim money that is rightfully theirs through the Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC), Child Tax Credit, and other programs.   
 
Long Beach Mayor Bob Foster: 7th District Councilmember Tonya Uranga; Bryan Rogers, 
Executive Director of Pacific Gateway Workforce Investment Network; and Donnicus Cook, 
Executive Director of Broad Spectrum Community Development, kicked-off the 2008 Tax 
Season Campaign – Free Tax Preparation and Financial Services for Low-income Working 
Families today at the Long Beach Job Corps Center.   
 
“ One of the things we really want families and employers to learn about through this program 
is the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), a little known credit that is available to low- income 
working families. Studies show that thousands of families who are eligible for the credit are 
not claiming it – costing them millions of dollars of lost monies. The Long Beach community 
underutilizes this credit and because it is a great economic development tool, putting money 
back in to the community, we really want to encourage residents to take advantage of it,” said 
Mayor Foster. 

 
The EITC is a scalable credit that provides the greatest benefits to those who earn between 
nine and twelve thousand dollars a year. For those families with two or more children, the 
credit may be worth up to $4,500.   The data shows that nationally, the EITC has lifted 4.8 
million working people above the federal poverty line – including 2.6 million children of low-
income workers.  

 
“The EITC is especially important for low-income neighborhoods - studies show that most 
EITC benefits are spent locally.  What is it spent on? Rent, car repairs, medicine, and 
insurance – this translates to profits for local merchants, and an improved ability for parents 
to support their school age children, “ said Councilwoman Uranga. 

 
“Many employers don’t realize that they can help their qualified employees get the EITC and 
that it is a legitimate and important business investment. Through the Advance Earned 
Income Tax Credit program, employers can put employee’s EITC money directly into the 
employee’s paychecks. It doesn't cost the employer a dime, but can put up to $200 a month 
into their employee's monthly take-home pay,” said Bryan Rogers. 
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“Through the 2008 Tax Season Campaign, qualified working families in Long Beach can 
access free income tax preparation services as well as connect to low-cost or free banking 
services which will allow them to receive their refunds quickly,” said Donnicus Cook.   
 
“Through the Pacific Gateway Workforce Investment Network, participants will have access 
to other programs such as food stamps, low cost health insurance, employment assistance 
and discounted utility services will be available.  If the family desires, they can also receive 
help in building assets, including educational and matching fund savings programs,“ said 
Rogers.  
 
Qualified Long Beach families are encouraged to take advantage of this free volunteer 
income tax assistance at the Network’s Center for Working Families, 1900 Atlantic Avenue, 
and the Long Beach Community Action Partnership, 780 Atlantic Avenue, both in Long 
Beach.  Similar services will be provided at the Network’s Harbor Work Source Center in San 
Pedro. Qualified residents may call now for an appointment to at (562) 570-4794. 
 
The Pacific Gateway’s Center for Working Families, a public-private partnership, combines 
workforce development, economic, and other supports to ensure that low-income families 
reach financial stability and move up the economic ladder.   
 


